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THE GENESIS OF THE 


NEGRO LAWYER 


IN NEW ENGLAND 


By Charles Sumner Brown, Washington, D.C. 


PART I 
T he chron ‘ le 


sritten 


of tthe Negro lawyer in the United States has vet to be 
His beginnings in New England are the subject of this writing. 


some perspective on the subject will be provided by the following statistics: 


Negro Law vers 


New England 1950 
Connecticut 5 
Massachusetts 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 

» Island 


POTAL 0) 


Negro Population 


! 5 1860 


POTAT 142,941 24,711 


| rom the fore going table it may be seen that with the single exception of 


Massachusetts, 


tngland in insignificant numbers. 


ind even as late as 1950. the Negro lawver appears in New 


There appears to he no available evidence 


that any Negro has ever been licensed to practice law in the States of Ver 


mont® and New 
nstance one Ne 
table further sho 
threshold of the Civil War 
still wore the shackles of slavery 
them s 


per meated their 


many of recently 
nostrils. 

niv 24.711 persons none of 
iu »pulation wi 


the entire country 


the 


I ngland 


Aside 
Negro 


there 


the sparseness ov! 
New 


factors 


fron 
populat on in 
were other which op 
erated to create a favorable enviro: 

nent for the emergence of the Negro 


lawyer there. Important among tnem 


vutlawrs of slavery: 
Vermont in 1777; Messactusetts in 
1780: Connecticut, Rhode Island and 
New 1784.6 Thus, 


vhen the tes began func 


vas the early 


Hampshire in 
United S 


tioning under the Constitution in 
1789 slavery 


New Eneland 


iready extinct in 


Undeniably laverv conditioned 


the status of the Negro in America. 
His introduciton into the country was 
not for high humanitarian purposes, 
nor was it one of the missions under 


the aegis of the “white man’s bur. 


Hampshire,* even though it is known that in an 
ro lawyer tried a particular case in the latter state. 


were removed from slavery 
All of New England had a Negro population of 


“ hom were slave Ss. 


isolated 


ss the sparse Negro population in New England at the 
Nationwide. in 1860 nearly four million Negroes 


Another half million were free men. but 


that its stench stil] 


The New England Negro 


ipprovimately 5 per cent of the total number of free Negroes 


den,” nor was it for the puropse of 
auginenting the Nation’s supply of 
small landed proprietors, The reason 
was more hase and materialistic. The 
Negro frankly was introduced in the 
American social roder to provide an 
abundant 
tractable 
the 


transport 


supply of cheap, stable. 
and adaptable 
Nation’s 


and, above all, farms 


labor to 
factories, 
Suc 


man mines, 
cessful exploitation of the Nation’s 
vast natural resources required cheap 
labor so that the productts of Amer 
ican agriculture particularly could 
the world markets. An 
abundant supply was needed for two 


compete in 
reasons: one. to man nearly one mil- 


lion squeare miles of territory for 
agricultural purposes; two, to keep 
the price of labor low so that there 


would be no appreciable competition 


between the various employers of la 
bor. Stable and tractable labor was 
imperatitve-so that production could 
be intensified to the end that labor 


and the natural 


resources could be 


exploited to their optimum. Adapt- 


able labor was needed to withstand 
the endemic diseases of the frontier. 
the hot the South. 


because the effort to enslave the In- 


climate of and 
dians had failed, Fundamentally. the 
Negro was introduced into Amarica 
for economic reasons but the desire 
was present also to give him a fixed 
plac e in society so that he could be 
permanently exple ited. He was to be 
prevented from disappearing to the 
American melting pot, or from rising 
into the entrepreneural class as a 
competitor. To accomplish the pur- 
pose of stabilizing Negro labor he 
was given a caste status. erected on 
dogmas of inherent and everlasting 
racial inferiority. By design Negro 
restricted to manual and 


Another facet of 


supplying the Negro with a caste sta- 


labor was 
menial callings. 
tus was to allay the qualms of con- 
science of those, who professsed be 
liefs in Christianity, democracy and 
natural rights. but who nevertheless 
were engaged in the ruthless exploit- 
and the Na- 
Hand in 
hand, with the exploitative ideolo- 
egy was the corollary that the Negro 
should not be allowed to aspire to 


ation of human labor 


tion’s natural resources. 


the higher callings, and any aspira- 
tions that he had for 
were treated with contempt and ridi- 


advancement 
cule. for his degradation was eternal. 


As a labor system, slavery proved 
to be unprofitable in the North 
Since the North did not find slavery 
profitable it did not need the mech 
anism of caste as a means of control. 
While the North treated the Negro 
as an alien and unassimilable people, 
vet it questioned the dogmas of in- 
herent and everlasting inferiority of 
the Negro people. In time, the roots 
of anti-slavery agitation were thus 





fostered on ethica i vorthe han comn 


ally. however the fr la : er tl goravated need 


that the North ha 
require doctrines 
itv in order to n 
as techniques ) 
Negro in the Nort! 
appreciable degree 
and ecnnomi 


he had been fi 


city for progress 


sert itself. This 

the shift in the 

bor system in the \ 
mitted that sectior 
erant of the Negro’s 
was afforded the 
complete acceptal 

tv. but within 

real or imagined t 
social pressures that 
manently fix his stat 
fore. were the f 
the environment 
Negro lawver { 
England. 

One of the ma 
the entry of the \ 
gal professior 
Dred Scott decisio 
Supreme Court 
speaking through ( 
ev, held that the N 
citizen withir 
Constitution. At 
ill of the states 
as a qualifying 
sions to their 
finally was over 
tion of the 14th An 
That amendment det 
in the well-knowr 

“All persons | 
in the United St 
to the jurisdict 

citizens of the I 

the State wher 


It must be 
that not all states im 
riers to the adm 
their courts. |: 
the country no appre 
for Negro lawyers 
the absence of an aff 
in the North. bee 
self, and because 
pros ription. Later 
portunities were affors 
particularly in the No 
ling demand arose in t #t advocacy of 
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idated or discour 


vrator. The 


pouplation. the loss of 





throughout the 


{ 
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of 


vhites who had participated in the 


vil rights by large numbers 


rebellion, and the tragic absence of 


jee riod, 


South 


“tate 


Th 


educated class of Negroes, com- 
to make South one 
f the Mecceas of the Reconstruction 
Allen, Whipper and Elliott 


northern 


ined Carolina 


nd in the nomenclature of the times 


ere lawvers, 


Negro 


carpetbbagge 


rs 
Bevond doubt. Allen posst esed ex 
eptional quality itions, vet he did 
the 
Appar 


* cut anv wide swath among 


Carolina electorate, 

he 
ippeal, for he never was elected 
ofhee by the Such 


as he enjoved politically ay 


tiv was devoid of potent politi 


high voters 
been the handiwork of 
1872 disaf. 


within the state Repub 


ears to have 


ne politi ins. In 

arose 
in organization. One faction nom- 
ited Moses for Go 
Havne, Negro 
The Moses 


er eral elec tior 


vernor and Hen- 
of 


faction won in the 


for Secretary 
with Hayne serving 
ot Sate 1876 


, ' 
it ) ins were deposed 


s Secretary unt 


hen the 


struction ar 


, 
Re 
d South Carolina was 


Scattered 


were durin 


rampant 


exception the rule. 
Various counties was 

dicial ol 
[The duties of the pos 
ilent to the duties of 
most 
i the office bore 
ot 
is derived from fines 


ot 


the 


e low oT act position 


al justice 
m were equ 


istice of in states 


prcace 


South Caro 


irvy but the compensation the 


ia pustices 
hich 


; 


nders 


thev imposed 
Duriv 


bec ame en broiled 


upon petty 


Reconstruction 
fl, ~_— 


in machine 


ti for patror ive purposes, Be 
put to political the positions 


ere filled with 


use. 
political hacks and 


tally unqualified persons in many 


stances. which with other abuses 


wight the whol 
ile The (,overnor s« 


system into disre 
to the 
for 

The 


ibolition of the s\Vs- 


messave 
1871] 


the problem ‘ 


islature in November. 


ed 


vernor 


attentior 

urged 
Charleston he 
the crea 
m ofa Police Court 


is court would be clothed with all 


m enerally but tor 


irticularly recommended 


three idge 
and thority then vested 
the Mavor s (ourt 


the trial 


‘ power 
ind the court 
For 


pustices reasons of 


their own the members of the legis- 
lature did not heed the recommenda- 
of the governor, but. instead 
established the Court of 
Charleston County.” This court was 


tions 


Inferior 


clothed with exclusive appellate jur- 
of all 


from 


criminal causes em- 
the trial 
and with concurrent jurisdic- 


the of all 


criminal offences less than capital 


isdiction 
anating justices” 
courts, 
Circunt’ Court 


tion with 


ones. Judges for this court were to 


be elected by the legislature 


1872 the legislature 
Lee, Negro. to the 
the Inferior Court." 
Lee’s competitors for the ofhce were 
John H. Mackey and Macon B. Al 
len.! Lee duties 
forthwith but succumbed to a heart 
attack than 
suming office 

Macon B 


as the successor to Lee. His election 


On March 15, 
elected George 


judgeship of 


entered into his 


less one after as- 


In 


Allen was elected judge. 


year 
79 


February, 1873, 


scathing remarks 


provoked 
the 


some 


from Charleston which 


stated: 


pres =, 


“The election of a Judge of the 
Inferior Court of Charleston took 
place yesterday in joint assembly, 
and resulted in the choice of Mr. 
Macon B. Allen of Charleston, for 
that While 
disposition to find fault with the 


position we have no 
General Assembly in selecting Mr 
Allen for this responsible and on- 
we think the 
office one that ought to have been 
abolished forthwith 


“There seems to 


erous position, vet 


be 


necessity for the office. while there 


no earthly 


are why it 
should be blotted out. In the first 
place the 


numerous reasons 


business could just as 


well be done in courts in other 
circuits and thus save the state at 
least fifteen thousand dollars per 
annum: and in the second place 
there is always danger of conflict 
of the 


courts. which ought. if possible to 


authority between two 


be 


avoided 


Notwithstanding the comments of 
the press Allen entered into the per 
his duties and the tasks 

of the tasks 
ing homage to one of the greal bene 
= Hon 


orable Charles Sumner. On April 7. 


formance of 


at hand, One Was pay 


factors of the Negro people 


1874 the press reported : 


149 
“The Criminal Court 


“This court convened vesterday 
at 10 o'clock, A.M.. Judge Macon 
B. Allen, 


Buttz made a motion, that out of 


presiding, Solicitor 
respect to the memory of the late 
Charles Sumner, the court be ad- 
journed, The motion was seconded 
by E. B. Seabrook, Esq., and was 


A.M.., 


adjourned until 10 o'clock, 


today 


W ade 


with the Democrats in 


of 


On 


Old, 


Hampton's assumption 
power 
coupled with President Hayes’ with- 
drawal of Federal troops, and other 
unfavorable factors forced the Negro 
office holding South Caro- 
lina.” To be sure, some Negroes held 


from in 
office for some considerable time af- 
ter 1877 but the offices held almost 
without exception were Federal ones 
rather than state ones. Allen resumed 
the practice of law in Charleston, 
which came to an end with his death 
October 15, 1894 in the District of 
Columbia he was hospital- 
ized.2" He was in his 80th year. Such 
is the sketch of the life of Macon 
Bb. Allen. Indiana born Negro whose 


He 


lawyer. 


“ her e 


spanned 50 years was 


first Negro 


careel 


Americ a’s 


The Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts bred the Nation’s second Negro 
lawyer in the person of Robert Mor- 
ris whose career began inconspicu- 
with 
Ellis Grav Loring. Harvard-educated 
member of the Suffolk bar and one 
of the working liberals of 
and A bolitionist.*? 
Boston in 1800, where he died also 
an old hand at 
Negroes. One of his 
most famous Negro 
William G. Allen. 


da Institute and early Negro law stu 


ously enough an office bov 


as 


his time 


noted Born in 


in 1852. Grav was 
aiding worthy 
proteges was 


rraduate of Onei- 


He was one-time professor of 
Belles Lettres at New York Central 
College of MeGrawville. New York. 
for inter-racial facutly 
and student body as early as 1849, 
About 1837 Gray took into his law 
office Robert Morris then 15 
vears old. It was not long before the 
lad 


and 


famous its 


about 


showed educational attainment 
ad 
vance of his age and condition. Man- 


of 


precocity considerably in 


ifesting an interest in the study 


law Morris was permitted to use his 
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employer's library, and i ne : iwht suit to brine this vw ma iwitive Slave Act became law 


reading was giver head I t permitted the recovery of 


Gravy. About 10 year iter . ; by ht | . gitive slaves fron free states. The 
1 su broug by ‘ 


was admitted to the Sufl | mplai wes Sereh Roly w law however was not received 
he was barely in his twenties.** Negro child chusetts with approbation 
tin Delany, writing 1852, de- n her fifth we ome quarters there 
scribes’ Morris. “ is a i ted mmpelled to attend 1 open dehance and \ 
gentleman who stands very hig! ho me 2,100 feet revent its execution. M 


the Boston bar, and wh ind oO she passed 


was 


tainer with one of t 

road companies.” 

stated that Gove: 

Briggs conferred 

commission of mag 

Morris sometimes ld 1 » atten« a “ares! . “bru ’ , Shadrach. { 
court in Boston and met ome } ne! far t 7 18 arrested . Rost 
Chelsea where his 

Notwithstanding the 

magistrate’s post was 

judicial echelon of M 

nor was it one that 

prestige. yet, in | 

conferred on none 

most meritorious 

bar. Furthermore M 

ment to that post 

earned him the d 

the first Negro 


to have exercised 


The Boston of 1 
as one of the Na 
communities. Mu 
ery agitation was 
Some of the reno 
had their ideas and 
there. It was one 
the Underground 
liberalism then as 
relativity; that is t 
liberal by the star 
which in the field 
meant that Negroe 
but not promoted 
tegrated completely 
woof of the comn 
places in which the 
Negro manifested 
public schools. So 
Boston was liberal 
vide all of its child 
schools, but conser 
require the separat 
white children. TI} 
cial separation f 
many times before 
mittee which wavere 
and dodged the issue 
integrating the sch 
to do so by many pr 


Robert Morris. 
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pioneer leader in the field of civil 
rights 


Aaron Alpeoria Bradley appears 
to have been the third Negro lawyer 
idmitied to the Massachusetts’ bar. 
The date of his admission was Feb- 
1856." Little is known of 


his career in Massachusetts but after 


ruary A 


the Civil W&# he migrated to Georgia 
vhere he became a political figure of 
considerable magnitude around Sa- 
vannah 'wice he served in the 
Georgia legislature, His career will 
be more fully sketched in the dis 
cussion of pioneer Negro lawvers in 
the South 

Edwin Garrison Walker was Mas 
sachusetts’ fourth Negro lawver. hav 
ing been admitted to its bar in May, 
1861." Walker's father was a fugi- 
ve slave from North Carolina who 
settled in Boston where he became 
leeply involved in anti-slavery agi 
tation. In 1827 he published the fam 
is Walker Appeal and in the same 
tv on September 28, 1835 his son 
\fter attending the publi: 
schools of his native citv. from which 


young W alker 


sent into the leather business during 


is born 


“ as radu uted, 
the course of which at one time he 
mploved fifteen persons. The reas 

that caused voung Walker to 
vandon his leather business are not 

hand, but eventually he began the 
study of la the ofice of Honor 
ble John Q. A. Griffin and upon ex 
imination idmitted to the Suf 
folk bar. As a lawver, Walker was 
frequently ned by the judges to 

minal cases where the 
vas indigent. Many of his 


! volved homi« ide cases 


defend in 

defendent 

issignments 
ind while the cases invariably 
proved to be unprofitavle financially. 
they furnished untold opportunities 
for Walker to serve his race, his 
ind to build for himself 
of being one of Mas 
cachusetts’ leading criminal lawvers 


Walker was elected to the Massa 


chusetts legislature in 1866 as a Re 


community 


the reputatior 


uublican. In the same election an- 
ther colored man, Charles L, Mitch- 
ell, was also elected. From this point 
mn for many vears the two men en 
aged in friendly disputation as to 
vhich was really the first colored 
man elected to a legislature in the 
United State As a legislator Wal 


ker was an early pioneer in the wo 


His stay 
among the Republicans was short- 
lived for in 1867 he bolted the party 
and became a Democrat. His disaf- 
fection stemmed from his conviction 
that the Republican Party was treat 
ing the Negro unfairly. In the ranks 


of the Democrats he became one of 


man suffrage movement. 


the party's most effective personali 


ties. 

One of Walker's principal admit 
ers was General Benjamin F. Butler. 
famed Civil War leader and later 
Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. Three times the Gen- 
eral nominated Walker for the muni 
cipal court judgeship in Charleston. 
but each time the Republican con 
trolled Governor's Council refused to 
confirm him. This judgeship ulti- 
mately went to George L. Ruffin, Ne 
gro, who was approved for the posi 
tion in November, 1883. Aside from 
beine rebuffed with respect to the 
judicial nominations, W alker also 
failed to gain aldermanic approval 
when Boston’s Mayor Hugh O° Brien 
nominated him for the post of Prin- 
cipal assessor, 

Walker was indeed an extrovert, 
earning considerable fame in the fra 
ternal orders. At one time or another 
he was a member of the Masons. 
Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, 
served the Equal Rights 

as president. He also 


while he 

Association 
served as National Supreme Officer 
of the Brothers and Sisters of Love 
and Charity. Like his distinguished 
contemporary, Robert Morris, Wal 
ker was deeply involved in the Shad 
rach case. When a group rescued the 
fugitive slave from the Federal au- 
thorities and spirited him away to 
Canada and freedom, they found 
themselves facing grave criminal 
sanctions. 

Walker died January 13, 190] in 
his 66th vear* In death he was re 
membered as the eulogist at the me- 
morial meeting for Charles Sumner 
at Faneuil Hall. He was orator at the 
Robert Morrié memorial, and spokes- 
man for the colored people at the 
memorial services for John Bovle 
O'Reilly. He also served on the Span 
ish American War Relief Committee. 
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The John Brown 
Farm 


Many Americans ki: 
body lies a-! 
but few kno 
that grave is, It is on his | 


North Elba 


State’s historic properties 


Bre mw ’s 


the grave,” 


stead at 


John Brown was bort 
rington, Connecticut, | 
of a 


practiced that trade. He 


tanner, and as 


Pennsylvania about 1825 
Ohio from 1837 to 1845 
as a tanner, a farmet 
broker, tried 
pursuits, in none of 


and he 


very successful 
1849, the 


leader, Gerrit Smith, dee 


In the vear 


Brown, as a gift. a farn 
situated on the wester: 
the Au Sable 
h id pust 
journey to | 
his 

and while there became 
the superb stock on the 
tates. So he moved his f 
his 


mountain 


valley of 
Elba. 


made a 


B 
srown 


furtherance of 


wart sons into forest 
stocked his 
imported English cattle and 


in his long career of 


pas 


ess failure. seemed to prospe 


the rumblings of the 


pressible conflict” reached him 


But 


secluded retreat. His spirit wa 


wild as 
that flowed ne 
me Bleeding Kansas” 


tracted attention 


turbulent and 


aack torrents 


his 
s. he 
heht. In August 1856. he 
tory at 
imber of Missour ans 


Kansas. Henceforth 
Old Osawatomie. 


Osawatomie ove 


he next few vears he 


an antislavery crusad 


North Elba 
t his headquarters and | 
The { 
no plaster on the 


ime to 


mt sional 
ise, with 


vhich the Brown family ther 


Visit, 


nas, inpainted 
onceived of himself 
of the Negro slaves 
October 16, 1859 
band of 
two of his s 
States Arse 
Harper's Ferry, Virginia, wit! 
, ATi Ny roes 
fortified 
United 


i devoted 
including 
the | nited 


sho mi 
camp. In 
“Mates tro 
iS overpow 
ner October I 
ommonwealtl 
ited December 
death, Mr: 
nains back t 
buried, 


200) feet 


the Adiror 


and, witl 


hastened into the thickest 
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the 


bronze 


1 champion ot oppressed 


‘ry remarkable staute ol 


ohn Brown and a Negro 


the entrance to the grounds 


boy stands 


| 
ceremonics 


1959. 


have 
12th, 
tennial of the John Bro 

The twelfth 
the assem 
New York 


Leading State 


It is planned to 


ar oi it this site on July mark 
the cen 
raid at Harpers Ferry 
s the Sunday preceding 
onvention n 

the NAACP 

ls and such other prominent 
is The John Brown Memori- 

. with whom the Educa 
ment . Ww rkit chy closely 


ind the Department 


il | nvited 


sciat mm 


Depart 


welt ome 


( will be most 





POET'S CORNER 
Songs My Mother Taught 


| il} he Starkness of the ret sound 


ind pla 


al 


Alba 


ib ima 
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YEARS OF 


TO YOUTH 
dent, his 
give 
ts program 
ding po 
stmosphere 
ts faculty. the 
dent fe and 
and the opportunities 

jucation leadership and 
ENTRAL STATE col 

a ¢ opportunities 
jens . ergest measure 
STATE COLLE s co-educe 
nterdenominatione and 


ts opportur 


1887 
OVER THREE SCORE 
EDUCATIONAL SERVICE 


ng @ college, «a st 
and advisers sho 4 
onsideration tec 

nm its 
ts ntellectue 


character-+ 


standing of 
eflects of its at 


tes and purposes 
For Information Write 
Registrar, Central State College 
WILMERFORCE, O1110 
FULL STATE, REGIONAL AND 
NATIONAL ACCREDATION 
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Lincoln and The Crittenden Compromise 


By Isaiah A. Woodward, Morgan State College 


Had is not been for Abraham Lin 
coln’s influence over the Republican 
members of the Crittenden Compro 
mise Committee of 1860, there is the 

kelihood that the rebellion of the 
Southern States against the Federal 


Union might have been averted 


During the latter days of James 
Buchanan's administration and prior 
to the inauguration of Abraham Lin 

in as President of the United 
“Mates, grievances between the North 

nd South over enforcement of “pet 
sonal liberty 1V and the extension 

f slavery in the territories! were 
leading the imo a repressi ble 

mnflict. In the meantime. the Vice 
President of the United States ap 
winted a select Committee of Thir 
teen Senators to secure means of 


reventing hetween the sections 


Members of tl Committee were 
TL ctions of the Union 

Norther ind Western Republi 
were Senators Seward. Colla- 
Wade, Doolittle and Grimes. 

e the Southern Democrats were 
Toombs, Po Crittenden. Hunter 
d Davis. D iss, and Rice and 


‘ 


af | were Northern Democrats 


were | is mediators be 


eel the S Demo rats and 
he Republicas f the Committers 


Mie il wh if 


i States had 


people of the Uni 
wed their hope and 
th im the promise Committee 

Thirteer 1 peaceful solution 
to the sectio rroblems, According 

Bancroft, -it is not long after 
he Committee had been formed be 
fore John J. Crittenden of Kentucky 
flered his proposed compromise in 


nt the dissolution of 


Included in the Crittenden Com. 
srromise of December. 1860: were the 
hk ing articies 

1. |r e territory of the United 
States now held or hereafter ac- 
quired, [situated] north of lati 
tude thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minute ivery or involuntary 
servitude, except as a punish- 
ment for crimes, is prohibited, 
while such territory shall remain 
under territorial government, In 


all the territory south of said 
line of latitude slavery of the 
African race is hereby recog- 
nized as existing, and shall not 
be interfered with by Congress: 
but shall he protected as prop 
erty by the territorial gov 
ernment and when any ter 
ritory, north or south of said 
line shall contain the popu 


lation | requested| for a member 


it shall, if its 
form of government be republi- 


of Congress. 


can, be admitted into the Union 
_ with or without slavery 
Congress shall have no power 
to abolish slavery in places un- 
der its exclusive jurisdiction, 
within the limits of States 


that permit the holding of slaves. 


Congress shall have no power 


to abolish slavery within the Dis 








Abraham Lincoln (Morgan State College Library), 





trict of Columbia 
exists in the adjoir 


Mary! 


Congress shall hav 


Virginia and 


to prohibit or hind 
portation of slave 
State to another, o1 
in which slaves 
mitted to ‘be held 
Congress sha 
to provide by law 
be its duty 
the United States sha 
owner who shall app 


full his 


so 


value of 
No amendm«e 
to the constit 
authorize give to 
to 
with any of the States 


made 


power abolish 


laws it is or may be 
permitted.° 

During the time of the ‘ 
of Thirteen was meetir 
Duff 
standing citizen of Mississip) 
ed to by David | 
member of Jack s “K 


® visited | 


W 


ton, General Gree 


otter } 


inet.” 
in Springfield. Greer 
Buchanan 


opinion 


tain for 


elect’s ii 
Compromise.’ 
While in Lincoln’s com 
the Preside 
copy the 
the do 
manner. | in 
General that the 36 
would settle the controversy 


the 


presented 
of 
After examinining 


printed 


a critical 
Green 


sections over slavery f 
ent. But in continuing his 
with 
of the opinion that the s 


tion the General. 
would later be renewed 
expansionists in atte 
quire Mexico. The real 
fween the North and So 
tine to Liricoln was “Slave 
fim.”* 

Although Duff Greer 


an 


Ww ritte n 
President-elect 


to obtain a 
the dur 

jn Springfield, neverthel 
mificant to note that Li 
feared a 
if the Missouri compromis 


war with Mexi 


renewed. Furthermore, histor 


gree that Lincoln had little 
from Southern expansionists 


statement 


to fear 
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territorv 
did 
the Republic ins of the 
Thirteen to 


wcquire cont! f slavery in the 
( uba for the 
verv had failed under Pre ent to n lence 


nd Buchanan 
to 


and exter the 36°-30° line much 


1 
i ! mnr rf reject the 


latter part 


hand 


compro 


the Critt rittenden proposal by the 


If on 


extensior f « ! t ‘ ‘ed to 


yection 
! 


as «a the other 


iscussed 


dy was the the 


the territories whicl ! lent ! ric ‘ ! with the 


lid not likely 


t correlate 
in Party's platform 0 ‘ put ! rvir 0 ine 


exten 
wit} that most 
Commit 
oft the 


Howeve 


les published in tl srhacy 


nal and the New 
tthe: 


stren 


) 


not be overlooked 
Weed, 1 New 
editor Repu 


oprin 


irlo ‘ 
! 
er and 
Lincol n field 
writter 
on the ¢ 
These views 


Will 
later 


from him a 
his views 
mise 

SI ed to Senator 

Weed and 
in members of the 

. Th 


Crittender 


{_ongerTress 


1 


that the | 
“ws on the 
re s milar 
to Williar 
ots Representative 

of the 

of the 


sstions 


ones 


al very 
e which 


he extet 


as 
ot 


atan the 
oil owned by the 
trick by which the 
juire territory ar 


local 


over if - 


Ath 


iuthorit 


me 

ivery 
iny other. I take 

some such result 


ut us again on tt 


i slave empire, tive 


t ! | these 


proposes 
promises." f 
The  President-elect’s 
stand against compromising on the 


De 


196) 


5 tional “ontrove 
1942), 218 
Curtis, Life of 


ins 1 ‘ 
arolina, 


(North ¢ 
2. George T. 


Buchanan (New York, 1883), Il, 420. 


inflexible James 


is their 
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Senate Report ! 


+. Frederic Bancroft, “The Final Efforts 
At Compromise, 1860.41," Political Science 
Quarterly, V1: 416, September, 1891. John 
|. Crittenden was porn in Woodford 
ounty, Kentucky on September 10, 1787 
His parents were Fiench Huguenots. At 
in early age Crittenden became interested 
Latin. Later udied law. He held 
everal political State of 
Kentucky. By 1854 Crittenden succeeded 
Henry Clay in the Senate of the United 
States. Like Clay, Critienden was interes* 
ed in saving the Union: thus in 1860 this 
itstanding state offered a compro 
se in order to avoid sec Cf. Chap 
John J Crit 
md ( orrespondenc 


13-15,19, 234-35, 


whees in the 


man 
i ession 
nan Coleman, The Life of 
nden His Lett ( 

Philadelphia ] 


Senate Repo LS. In 
oposition for peace the 
Kentucky stated that 
ed between th no 


States 


presenting his 
from 
occur 


Senator 
dissensions 
and southern 
ind security of the 
State and their 
hts in the common territory of the 


ted States Cf. Senate Report, 3 
6. David M. Potter 


Lincoln and His 
Party in the Se Crisis (New Haven, 
42), 145 


(Curtis, op 12h 
lhid 
), Allen Nevins The 
in (New York 
10. Ibid 
11. MS Lin 


Thompson to | 


thern 
over the ght 


veholding especially 


Emergence of Lin 
1950), TI, 404. 


Papers, No 5319, 
n, Washington, De- 
Robert Todd Lin 
Papers of Abraham 
Manuscript Division of 
Washington, D.C 
12. Thurlow Weed was the manager of 
n New York 
13. Glyndon G. Van Deusen, Thurlou 
Weed Wizard of the Lobby (Boston, 1947), 
”) There was record of a 
statement of | 
York editor in the Lineoln 
the Weed Pape 


excellent 


ember 25, 1860 The 
oln Collection of the 
Lir oln are in 
the Library of ( ongress 


+} 


7; Republican t ty 


written 
to the New 
Collection or 


views 


Washington For an 
study of Weed, who 
played an important role in the nomina 

1 of Lincoln as President of the United 
States see Glyndon G Van Deusen. “Thur 
ww Weed: A Cl ter Study.” American 
Historical Ret XLIX: 427-440, April, 


chara 


John 
(New 


Hay, 
York. 


y and 
1 { History 
m4) , 202 


15S. Congressma William Kellogg of 


Illinois had Lincoln's advice on 


the extension ol 


reque 
while 
member of the Committee of 


wery serving as 

lhirty- 

Three 

16. Nicolay and 
etter to Thur 
that | he proba’ 


ne extended. 


259 f. In 
Lincoln stated, 
the Missouri 


Hay op. cit., 
Weed 
vy think 
v ould every 
the election; 
real and apparent, 
suse of the Consiti- 
tution ought to | withdrawn.” Cf. Thur 
Weed Rarn Memoirs of Thurlow 
Heed (Boston, 1841). IL, 310 
i The 


Compromise that 


lose 
thing 
that ill opp tion 


the fugitive-« 


gained by 


major erticle of the Crittenden 
caused the split between 
members of the Committee dealt with the 
legal extension of slavery in the territories 
South of the 36°-20° line. 


18. Clinton E. Knox, 
of Compromise in the Senate Committee 
of Thirteen and the Responsibility for 
Failure,” The Journal of Negro History, 
XVII: 448, Octoher, 1932. 

19. Ihid., 465. 

20. James F. Rhodes, History of the United 
States (New York, 1892-1906), III, 54. 


“The Possibilities 








Programs For The 
Ph.D. in Physics 


FACULTY AND RESEARCH 

The present staff consists of seven 
full-time members and five part-time 
professional lectures. The department 
add two additional full-time 
professors for the fall term of 1959. 
The the staff 


include acoustics, computing, elec- 


will 


research interests of 
tron impact, electron physics, hydro 


dynamics and magnetohydrodynam- 
ics, magnetic properties at low tem- 
perature, magnetic, susceptibility, 
neutron irradiation effects in solids, 
properties of large molecules, quan- 
tum mechanics, radioactive and stable 
isotopes, sper tros« opy. thermody- 
namics of irreversible processes and 


X rays. 


The 


renovated 


a recently 
22.500 
square feet of laboratory and lecture 
space, There is a good library which 


department has 


building with 


subscribes to all of the major period- 


icals in physics 


STUDY PROGRAMS 
offers 


for students interested in theoretical 


The department curricula 
physics, experimental physics, and 
biophysics. The specific requirements 
are described in the bulletin of the 
Graduate School 
dent will spend a minimum of three 


In general the stu- 
r 


years in graduate study and research 
Doctoral students must have a read- 
ing knowledge of two languages se- 
lected from French. German, and 
Russian. The department urges each 
student to plan the program of stud- 
ies best suited to his needs. Special 
emphasis is placed on the written 
qualifying examinations and the re- 


search thesis. 
ASSISTANTSHIPS AND FELLOW. 
SHIPS 

Six teaching fellowships with sti- 
pends of $1300 for the school year 
and three teaching fellowships with 
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stipends of $2100 are available in 
September, 1959. Holders 
fellowships must pay tuition and fees 
$300 
for the schoo] year. The department 


of these 


amounting to approximately 
Las been awarded three National De- 
fense Education Act fellowships with 
stipends of $2000 for the first year 
plus $400 for each dependent with 
exemption from tuition and fees. Ap- 
proximately ten research assistant- 
ships are available with maximum 
stipends of $200 per month. Teach- 
ing and research fellows may enroll 
for a maximum of 12 semester hours 
each semester. 


THE WASHINGTON AREA 

The Washington area has many 
libraries 
which are most cooperative. The city 


excellent laboratories and 
is outstanding as an educational and 
cultural center. 


Address all inquiries to: THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS, HO. 
WARD UNIVERSITY, WASHING 
TON 1. D.C. 
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Negro History 
Textbooks 


EPPSE, Merl R.: “A Guide te the Study of 
the Negro in American History.” An 
integrated outline of valuable material 
on the Negro from Africa to the pres- 
ent. Over six hundred carefully selected 
references oroperly pleced at each end 
of twelve topics. Authoritative guide 
for High School, College and inter- 


racia: croup ‘udy 
(12 Mo.) Paner Cover, 186 po. 1959. $2.50 


“The Negro Teo in 
x An integrated and 
correlated textbook of the Negro in 
American History from Africa to the 
present. Designed especially for High 
School and College use. The whole 
role of the evolution of American cul- 
ture is kept i: plece and time thruout. 
Balanced and sanely treated. Free of 
nreivdice and opinion 
Buck. (6vo.) 643 pp. 1959 $4.00 
EPPSE, Merl 8. & Foster, A. P.: “An Ele 
mentary Americen History with Contri- 
butions of the Negro Race.” Same as 
above, but more simplified For use 
in elementary schools 


Buck. (8vo.) 410 pp. 1959.. 
Discount for School Adoption 


National Publication 
Company 
P.O. Box 445 Nashville 2, Tenn. 


$3.00 
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ASNLH NEW YORK BRANCH 
Twenty-Second 
Annual Breakfast 
Sunday, Feb. 15, 1959 
HOTEL BELMONT PLAZA 
Lexington Avenue (at 49th St.) 
New York, N.Y. 
PROGRAM 
Presiding - Mrs. Dorthy Homer 

From the Countee Cullen Librar\ 
Opening “The Star Spangled Banner 


Mrs Blanc he K Thomas 


Ace ompantist 


Welcome Mrs. Gertrude A. Robinsot 
President-New Yorg Branch 
\ Reading Miss Gertude P. McBrowr 
Expansion of the Work of the 
(ssociation: 
Mrs. Florence Hendersor 
Regional Director 
Solo Mr. Rodesta Tim: 
Tenor 
Vesti La Guibba 
Leon Cavallo 
From the Opera, I Pagliac 


ew Books Dr 
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toll Jordan Roll 
Eubie Blake 
Accompained by 


Perkinson 


James Ek. Allen 


{ oler idge 


lest 
Dy Mugai Niorge Medico 
Medical International ( ooperation 


. Dr. Amon Nikoi 
mluced by Mr. John Clarke 

Treasurer-A.S.N.L.H 

Mr. Albert N. D. Brooks 
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Closing “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
OFFICERS OF THE NEW YORK 
BRANCH 
Mrs. Gertrude A 
Miss Gertrude P 


Robinson President 
Brown 
First Vice President 
Mrs. Ethel DePass 
Second Vice President 
Virs. Lucille ¢ 


jleman 
Recording Secretary 
Mr. Lionel ¢ 


Barrow 


(Lorre sponding secretary 


Mrs. Wilhelma Berry 


Financial Secretary 


Mrs. Harriet M. Reed 


Treasurer 


Proclamation 
State of New York 
Executive Chamber 


The history of the Negro race in 
our country over the past 96 years 
is without equal in the written re 
ords of mankind. Set free from chat- 
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tel slavery, these Americans have 
progressed in education and culture 
to a point at which they are contri- 
buting men and women of outstand- 
ing capacity not only to the arts but 
also to the learned professions and 


public affairs 

In law. in medicine, at the bar. on 
the bench, in Science, education and 
Negroes art 


government, American 


serving their fellow men with dis 


tinction 
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The names of Booker T. Washir 
ton, Frederick Douglas (eors 
Washington Carver. Ralph Bunce! 
Marian Anders 


and Roy Campanella are sufficient 


Roland Haves, 
themselves to shed Justr: por 


group. 
Much remains to be dor 


to secure true full socia 
our Negro fellow citize 


In our state we have 
ord of 


on race, creed and col 


combatting pr 


publican leadership w 
first state in the union t 


statue discrimination 


assembly and 
housing. Ws 
realized the full Amer 


equal opportunity for 


public 


assisted 


tend to press forward 
planned progress to n 
of New York a shinir 
the rest of the natio 


Now. 
feller, Governor of the Stat 
York, do hereby clair 
8-15 as NEGRO HISTOR 


therefore. | 


' " 
WEEK 
in the State of New York 
the people of the State t 
with the Associatior 
of Negro Life and History 
organizations engaged 
the observance of this weel 
Given under my 
Privy Seal of 
Capitol of Alba 
day of February 
our Lord one tl 
tvnine 


Rock fe 


Nelson \ 


Proclamation 


City of New York 
Office of the Mayor 


WHEREAS: The histor ! 
tributions made by the Negro t 
city since the early days of its 
ing, have been of incak 
fit to all its citizens: And 

WHEREAS: Negro Hist 
will be observed from Fel 
through February 15th: And 


WHEREAS; This 22nd ar 
niversary of the celebration of its 
observance in New York City 


18 the 


people before the disruption of their 
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\ WwW There lore, ] Robert I nm” mmmunity by the 
Mavor of the City Of Ne nquest know is 


Mosler } 
{kana or 
Arabs 


| uropeatr S 


which the 
la Sth through Februai ) ed Ghana, and the 
9% as NEGRO HISTORY WEEK 
New York City. and do ut he 
s to take cognizance 
f the Negro 


professions 


reby proclaim the week f keb ane the name 


} 


pservances of 
a true sense 
“ help to strer 


it exist het wee na | 


with the 


»nniederacy 


Ghana Prominent 
At New York 
Celebration 


ol Dr {rr 
Permanent M 
United Natior 

Henrik ¢ 


mn Nikoi trad Ss 
M ssion rf (,har 


ns will present! 


subject: “Ghar 


of West \ frie ve 


it this 
ule de finition ge 
The first N 
ited on the 


he 


Ww ne Sanara 
Sudar This nat 
lourished fron the return 
reaching it r y Prem pel nverted 
randeur lurir } tat Fas ndem lence whic) 


»] 
in 


1076 A.D.. lependence 
vaded by a 


m™ reased re 


nd d ’ 


the leaders] 
Ssosso Emp ré 
lives of 


(Chana at t 
orning in 


sor tal comn 
the Akan 


d settled in the 


one rf 


nswered 


vat was later cal 
The major div 
neople are: The 
t Asante 
the Ashant 


| Ga pe ple 





FPP LLOPPPLe 


PLEASE GIVE 
US YOUR NEW 
ADDRESS... 


came ! t 


probably dur 


freenth or sixteenth centut 


The land 


wn later 


inhabited by the Akan 
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PRESIDENT TUBMAN OF LIBERIA 


William \ 


in Liberia ire 


lubman and _ his 
like his country 
misunderstood. The jaunty 
ir-smoking President of the small 
st African nation is one of the 

known « he African 
certainly iown in the sense 
about 


\ towering figure 


eatly 


leaders, 


1s known 


story. his contribu 
embered by his 
me after many 
ire relegated t 


ion 
inderstood chief 
endent Afr 1 
oted i] natio 
when it was me: 
from 
Hoy 


! illenged leader 


is well as 


s status ¢ 


d maintained it 
1 police state 
of his friends 


| iberian elite to 


! digenous pop 
home 


DD li 


personal 
» ownet 
Gunther, de 
ly as “lik ih 

ind adds 


domestic and 
s relationship 
Russia, I 
in Republi 


re'Tia. cone 


ormosit 


must 
Tubman. for he 
rv. having de 


if his 


pro 
written which 

pieture of the 
reflected on the 


listorted 
and false 
that ther universal hyp 
sitivity among Liberians, and it 
vcle diffi Friendly 
oth domestic and foreign, 
they must take the 
er-leader approach and adopt the 


f an obituary. or re 


, 
biect 


that either 


istic tone 
main on the safe side and avoid the 
topic altogether 


By Maguerite Cartwright 


Marvland. outside of the 


more politically powerful Monrovia. 


Born in 


f a prominent politi 
Chief Justice. H 


received the traditional bet- 


he was the aon « 


cian who became 
therefore 
education of an up 

youth of the pe 
his father he had er 


political ind 


ter-than average 
per class Africar 
riod. Through 


tered idvantageous 


social circles, and most important, 


was endowed with an engaging per 


sonality, great personal magnetism. 


ind political shrewdness, 


Of gregarious iture, he could a 


wavs rally a following. His consum- 


ing interest was people all people, 
was equally effective with his 


Americo 


indige nou 


ind he 


own ruling Liberians aus 


with the population, for 


whose social and economi inequities 
ind just aspirations he felt deep con 


cern and sy mp ithy 


a natural leader, 


By any standard 
ed because of the exigent 


Mos im 


portant, he was one destined for poli 


vet he also 


reumstances of the time 


tics, possessing the right combination 


heredity. and early environment. 


plus talent and training 


{ precocious youth, he read the 


law when very and was admit 


ted to the bar. He 


young 


was, therefore, 


exposed to courthouse politic m 
An ideal vote-getter. 


f 


early 
and politicians 
he learned the arts of legislative 
persuasion and 


ruffled feel 


ings and removing chips from sensi 


maneuver. discreet 


was adept at smoothi: 


ig 


tive shoulders 


Very early he took a keen 
affairs. 
tiously went about each public duty 
him. He 


roles. knew how carefully to 


nterest 
in government and conscien- 
assigned to played many 
size up 
social, and emotional 


the political, 
climate, when to strike. and how to 


awaken and direct the national will. 


He knew weak 


ness and vanity of older politicians 


how to play on the 


whose confidence he gained. He was 
able to guage 
from their 


mineering influe nce 


exactly when to cut 


loose respressive OF do 


His appearance on his nation’s big 
time political scene marked the end 


of an era. The time had come for a 


change, and with confidence almost 


bodering or effrontery he recog- 


nized in himself the instrument of 


historic necessity. 


Always an omniverous reader, he 


had followed events carefully in the 


outside world. His two trips abroad 


had extended his horizons, and he 


President Tubman «accepting the credentials from Channen Yavor, Fiest Israeli 
Ambassador to Liberia. 
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realized the new Vistas of interna 
tional relaiionships. Small but per 
sistent sounds of nationalism wer: 
the air. conflicting ideological force 

. 7 During the period from 1830 to 
emerging, and the world on_ the 


threshold of the biggest and blo 


iest war of this or any generation. It 


L850 little progress had been made 


toward granting the Negro equality 


, ; before the law or toward allow 
was a period of rapid social awake - 
: im an untettered § suffrage 
ing when bold. dynamic, leadership : 

therefore understandable that 
was called for 
ind for free suffrage sho 


He had seen his nation victin among the most persistent 


by every form of economic. s ro state conventions j 
preceding the Civil W 
very existence had become the ord sidering other matter 


of the day. with no helping 


and political tyranny. Threats | 


roes were devotins exte 
Thev | 
world across the sea iim for equality largely 
onary War doctri: 


. rh < h, iT 
unrest existed amons t it hav 
t mn re } right. they we 


1¢ 


could be trusted in the whit t thi demand 


At home disunity 


tribes. Among 


pstantiate 


\s ev iden e 


quarrelsome_politiciar 


ing cynicism, corruptior 


rane } im 


itior 


failure fully to comprehetr 
plexities and heavy der 


. . developn 
tical leadership 


The lingering sicknes 
iorating economy. the 
basic illness-lack of edu ! . ip ¥ n the 
ittended 
held ur Middlet 


September | 


mained. The resultant 
verty and disease cal 
vision and demanded 
Exclusion could no lor “ma nt is convent 
the lot of the indigeno pop { > preset 
women had to be brought ir I is by a ites 
20th century and 
cadre of well-traine 
was needed to build a 
and regain the respect 

In every direction there 
lems and solutions ¢ 
areas for which there 
and practical precede ts 16 publican of Hart 


nventior vu 


been absence of trained 
material to enable them to withsta: 
the continued assault. The wreckag: 
resulting from historic evils of « 
en h id t 


P ow : \ eman repor 
be reparied. There was plainly a jol Bema 


quest and imperialist des 


Haven:about $200.01 
to be done. ive 


iddit on to hank 
Although fully aware ' . yew 


of seemingly unsolvabl 


regational, | Epi 


and difficult decades ahead. lan nd 1 Baptist 


i literary 
V. S. Tubman, with a display of self elvcuilasta 
confidence of historic dimensior 
was willing to meet the challene: 


Leverett ( Beman rep 





Viddletown: $26.000 in real 
JOIN A, Ss, N, ea. H.—S$1.00 ri col red inhabit ints, 


— who cannot read and write 
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A DAY OF EVALUATION 


By Howard H. Bell, Texas Southern t niversity 


ored chure hes, “ hool open to col 


ored 


Perry Davis reported for Hart 
ford: $70,000 in real estate. 700 
olored inhabitants, 4 who cannot 
read and write, 2 schools, 2 teach 
ers, 90 to 100 students 


(, W 
Brid report: $51,697 in real estate 


Francis reported for 
LX) colored inhabitants, 2 captains 
of vessels, 1 hotel, 2 churches. 2 
ters, 6 children in school 
Bassett reviewed the 


of New Haven and 
reportir th ® wrote 


said that seventen vears ago 
ibout six solid hours of talk 
hard words ind a little 
Haver with all 

hinally 

ghty Dollars he ap 


! 


the salaries of two 


chers during the ensu 
this \ nothing was 
house or other 
kee] the school 

ad sry Denes 
1 miserable 
the winter 

lan bear 

that nm 
rate her oop 


d New Haver 


houses 
raded system. with 
te attendance of 190 pu- 
> three ile teachers re 
each a salary of $200. and 


teacher es) per annun 
olored eitizens ot Nev 
»cannot |[now! read and 


vere those who 
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THE EMANCIPATION 
AND PROSPECT 


Phere is no virtue in looking back 
erely for the sake of looking back 
In fact to “live in the past” is a symp 
On the 
examine the past in 


for 


n the present, and to 


tom of emotional deficiency 


ther hand, to 


der to secure sounder footing 
action 
for 
ition upon the leadership of any 
It is hoped that 
shall of 


fellow ministers of 


positive 


in wisely the future is an ob 
ven time or place 


his presentation be some 
‘sistance to my 
Nashville in ace smplishing this pur 
prs 


Negro 


regarded 


(merican 
fondly 


Proclamation 


the 
idership 


Thru Vears 
has 
lmancipation Day in 
sense somewhat comparable to the 
Jewish regard for the first Passover 


rech of did mark a 


turning the status of 


these events 


point i invol 


intary servitude of the two peoples, 


it other factors in the two situations 


event the analogy from being 


irried much farther In each in- 


stance, however i man plays a 
Abraham Lincoln, of 


is the key 


pation Proclamation 


minant role 
man in the Eman 
The text of 
ind the date of its 


mmense signifi ance, 


irs 


Proclamation 


ssuance are of 


but limited wher 


for 


« altitudes 


alone as 
Mr 


as well 


taken 
action 
and motives 


and 


must 


inds today. Lin- 


political social atmo 


of his 


day also he ex 


of Abraham 


writings re 


study 
ind 


astoundingly 


acursot 
i ol 1's spee he . 

| 
eal an 
ittitude, 
nes more pragmat 
Due « 


contemporary 


and motive which were at 


than altruistic. 
onsideration must be given to 


| oln’s temperament and 


Scholars 


person 


rity of all opinions seem 








Delivered fo 


Day 


the Emancipa 
Celebration of the 
wille (Tenn.) Baptist Minister's Union 
the Mt. Zion Paptist Church Monday 
lary 1959 by Maynard P. Turner 
TH.D., president of American Bapiist 


logical Seminary 


Proclamation 


By Maynard P. Turner, Jr. 
to agree that Lincoln was decided'y 
He 


was persistent but not impetuous. He 
' 


conservalive im every respect. 
was a man of deep sympathies anc 
but it could 


be said that he allowed him 


broad understanding 


hardly 
time 


self to be carried away at any 


For example when Lincoln cam 


paigned against Stephen A. Douglas 
for 


ebout the state of Illinois in a private 


senator, (1858) Douglas rode 
car with his political retinue. In con- 
trast to this, 


coaches or in freight cabooses to de 


Lincoln rode in crowded 


liver his speches. Now, of course, 
that this reflected 
Lincoln's superior showmanship and 
that he identified himself with the 
people, while Douglas did not. But 
said of his continued 


some would argue 


such cannot be 
disregard for his clothing and per- 
sonal the usual 
thing to find him clad in an ill fitted 
suit, unpolished boots, and battered 


appaerance It was 





Dr. Merl R. Eppse, Professor of History, Tennessee A & I 


IN RETROSPECT 


stove-pipe hat in which he carried 
piles of papers. Clothes and social 
niceties simply did not interest Lin- 
coln, Yet in his work as a lawyer he 
paid attention to every detail to the 
point of meticulousness 

When we consider Abraham Lin- 
coln as a man, it is quite in charac 
ter for him (even at the age of 25) 
while a member of the Illinois State 
avoid 

The 


of abolitionists 


Legislature to studiously 


association with abolitionists. 
national controversy 
versus Slave holders 


caused emotions to reach fever heat. 


frequently 


However. in 1837 when the legis!a- 
q 


ture passed resolutions condemning 
abolition societies, Lincoln together 
with Dan Stone, a colleague, entered 
a protest in which they said slavery 
was “founded on both injustice and 
bad policy, but that the promulga 
tion of abolition doctrines tends rath- 


er to increase than abate its evils.” 


| 
| 


University, re- 


ceiving a Certificate of Recognition for thirty years of work in the field of 
Negro History from Rev. J. Lewis Powell, Chairman of the Program Committee, 


of the Baptist Ministers Conference of Nashville, 


Tenneesee and vicinity, 


which is composed of seventy members who sponsored an Emancipation Proc- 
lamation Program January 5, 1959, held at Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Nashville, 


Tennessee. 


Baptist Theological Seminary, Nashville, Tennessee., delivered 


Dr. Maynard P. Turner, Jr. (center) President of the American 


the address, 


“The Emancipation in Restropect and Prospect.” 
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This statement should b ) cit ) irded preside ‘ptembe 1862 we do not 


} 


side by side with tne tact I ( t her must he rel ni ci hat. i plac nun nitarian who DY 


never allowed hims« signif ‘ . { rish } pen ut loose the 


identified with any re nslaved people 

ination, but was a tead we harassed man with 
reader and his life , Were mar (] —_ a 
" } shands. We 

! Republic il , , 

morality was tru lui pirit of John Brow ake 7 f I : ‘wean 

€ as rue \< ] te ot coor . 

terpret in attempt to d 


exceptionally high 


| 


vouth on a wild { 1 self-appointed 
. . in his ¢ I~ it 
fians as neighbors - ressional ( 


Lincoln was an ano ‘ I t : = :, sia et ‘ " ] f the Wa 


to occupy a positior ‘ ; ind mak 
issue of the day whicl eca 4 oe — ' aly rd jo possible. Vy 


creasingly difficult to d ' apes set ery r e soldiers | 


In the vears > » | , ae : . nd ‘ a wise a 
served in Congress tr | , nel P oe t I , u ontributi« 
January, 1849 he 
proposal to abolish 
ington, D.C. on 
They were that 
was to be gradua 
was to be made t 
the loss of their s 
would not go into 
proved by vote 
Washington, D. 

This measure failed 
as a Whig waned. H 
back in polities « 
buted to his w 

see both sides of a 
subsequent denounciat 
dent Polk for the M 

Roughly ten years 
joined the newly 
party and campaigne 
from Illinois. Du t 
this campaign against Do 
hibited great skill as a 
tried to capitalize 
split in Democrati 
the same time he lab 
for vote-getting to 
patible elements of the 
Republican party. T! 
not advocate uncondit 
fugitive-slave laws. Hi 
pose the admission of 
slavery might be estab! 
not endorse Negro 
did not endose nor 
social equality tor the ¢ ' 
tinued his proposa f gradualis ta ction there was 
and compensati mn 
freed slaves in W 
This was good po 
the Republicans t 
their leader in I[llir 
Douglas won the seat 


Lincoln was maneuve 
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evaluated apart from the times out more durable final measures. Some tion, and vice versa, as the notion 
of which it grew and the personality of these measures were state action advances so should the Negro. 


nd temperament of the man who against slavery in the border states, a . f 
ve we: | Today the American system of! 

wrote it. Abraham Lincoin was not and the Thirteenth Amendment to the . . 

government is still one whose power 


i moral weakling. nor was he a po Consitution which abolished slavery : : 
' ' . . to govern is derived from the people. 
litical neophyte. It fell his lot to at throughout the nation for all time. 


. That government is s g ms 
tempt the always thankless task of In due time came the Fourteenth ad nent trong or weak 


as it represents all or only part of 


secing all issues within their perspec- Amendment. which granted citizen- — A Pee 
the people. Two insidious factors 


tive as part of a whole. He stood ship to the native born Negro. and 


( “g > oO oc > > al 
steadfast at a post from which lesser the Fifteenth Amendment which gave pee as _— * h Te - ; 
en (from whose ranks come most the Negro the ballot. This was all —e le Bret is the organise 


; ‘ f Py, > ~) > > : 
f his bitterest critics) would have part of the chain reaction which was effort of por oh ple to deny th 

oe : > citizenship right to vote to those to 
run quite early in the conflict. There set off by the Eman ipation Procla } } ht bel TI | 
fore in all the earnestness which he mation. It is patently evident that - prs per right belongs. bihtead bb 
ywossessed and with all the pragma the Emancipation Proclamation was ~ f a — eee 
© the failure to register and to vote 
tism which the times demanded. Lin not and end in itself. but a means ' 


7 on the part of far too many whe are 
coln issued a wartime executive de to and end It Is COM eivable that 


not otherwise hindered in doing so. 


go 
ip 


ree as Commander-inchief of the some other meausre might have been Tl : : : > 
Therefore, if an Emancipation Pro 


United States armed forces. Such devised to save the union. 
weasures, by their very nature, fail If the Emancipation Proclamation 


to provide a permanent and = geryed as a means to an end. it now 
t! oroughgoi r solution to social 


clamation Day Celebration is to make 
any sort of positive contribution to 
Negro life in particular and national 
life in general, it should mark a time 
of rededication to the universal real- 


falls the responsibility of enlightened 
problems of the magnitude of human = Negro leadership to know that end 
slavery. In fact it must be remem and to examine it, and to do so in ization of full citizenship, Negroes 
ered that Lincoln’s stated purpose the light of today’s situation. To : 
f the Proclamation was not to solve — unite our great nation and to keep it further advanced than they were in 
w political problem of a divided strong is a worthy end. Such an end 1863 if they are not citizens. The. 
tion, Thus only those slaves in the — is no less worthy today than it was are only half citizens if they do not 
ll rebellious states were declared 96 years ago. The American Negro vote. 


ire only half emancipated and no 


iret Slaves Pennessec, parts ol is an integral part of the citizenry 
Virginia, a f West Virginia, and of these United States. As such he Nashville ministers you need not 


irts of Louisiana were not effected has a contribution to make to the be apologetic, neither in word or 


Neither were sleves in such border cotinued life and strength of this na- eed, in identifying yourelf in the 
states as Missouri and Kentucky tion. It is a lisservice to the nation struggle for full citizenship In fact 


effected. Freed slaves were invited and a failure to pursue the best in- YOu should be taking the initiative 

to the Army and Navy but citizen terest of the nation when any person in such fights. You have a mandate 
ship was not bestowed upon any or group of people, be they white or from God to cry out, “let judgment 
freed men. Hence on January 1. 1863 black. hinders the making of this J" down as waters, and righteous- 
the practical effects of the Emanci- contribution : ness as a mighty stream.” And no 
ation Proclamation echo Lincoln’s hn of lanwary 1. 1068 the foced apologies are due. You have a man- 
date from God to cry out, “Woe to 
them that devise iniquity, and work 


etter to Greeley when he said “. man was at liberty to join the army 


fl could save t by lreeing some or navy if he chose to do 30. but his . . ' 
nd leaving others alone, 1: would alk- evil upon their beds! when the morn- 


' political status was the same as any 
so do that 


ing is light, they practice it, because 


other alien or immigrant. He was not a : ie 
: it is the power of their hand.” And 


a citizen. Emancipation from slavery : 

Positively peaking the Emanci- and the right to vote came seven "° apologies are due You have a 
pation Proclamation heralded the years apart k ull realization of the _ edent from Christ Jesus 4 de- 
inrise of a new day for Negro slaves right to vote is yet to come, 89 years clare “The Spirit of the Lord is up 

n the United States. These benefits ater. The fact that the right to vote ©" ™m¢ because he hath anointed me 

: to preach the gospel to the poor: he 


ould not he lp but spill over to the was so long comma shows remark- 
hath sent me to heal the broken- 


idvantage of free born Negroes in able lack of political acumen upon 
the North. The technical question of — the part of the leaders of Mr. Lin. hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
Lincoln's authority in the Confede coln’s party. In the light of this the Cares, and oe of sight to 
rate states prese nted an initial difhe Negro vote belongs in nobody's vest the blind, to set at liberty then that 


ity to the slaves involved, but mili pocket. On the other hand. keeping are bruised, to preach the acceptable 
; year of the Lord 


tary emancipation advanced through our great ideal of a strong nation in ' “ h —. 
the South as the Union armies ad- mind. neither should the Nevro voter ire due. A gospel which ¢ oses its 
vanced. The paramount contribution eyes to prejudice, hatred, malice, 


selfishly indulge in shopping around 
f 


the Emancipation Proclamation is for a mess of pottage. Ultimately, as vengeance. and injustice, all those 


the fact that it paved the wav for the Negro is benefitted so is the na (Continued on Pave 165) 





Tue Necro History BULLETIN 
THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S CORNER 
4 their school work until time ' ! together with the help of cer 
Know Your History } ssal when the V would i } I Ups, whi h = th 
By Jessie H. Roy » up their books again and g. norance which the denial 


As you know, the great n I ‘ f right to education had imposed 


freed Negroes were ignor: ani ipon the Negro 
1854. Mrs. Douglass — 
, 


lestitute. So pitisble was 
' was tried in a Norf our e 0 (Church il 


dition, ahat the Federal Go 


. : nducting a secret schoo I a iio! ‘rotestant Lp 
had to establish the Free 49% 


: . th ' 4 > 
es She wa found or} ul . I uf outhern Pre 


Bureau to help take car 
When the immediate needs 
clothing. and shelter had 


to iprisoned hecause ‘ byter tit I yutl I Meth: 
; , ‘ , ] 
ilely lett town as reques Dy neiped f ! schools for 


uurt. In Nashville. Te 


the Bureau turned ‘its attent 
h-Irish gentleman 10 , boas rit The 


education of the freedme ;' ! 
a group of colored « ret wn ch opened ti Peabody 
ordet d to close 


This was due to the fa { and 


was their next most pressing 
ind the Bishop Payne 
ave town. Or 
through the pre-war years , ls was Mr. J. 


tougher laws were passed me a registrar of tl 


ing the education of slaves wsury in later ve 


In the days before the ventio I oo : ' 


Civil War 


the cotton gin, such rest he to lich? 


were not enforced Up to the tim Resear agg My EY a 
this new invention, mar ire sre by Miss Devres 
groes, and a few slay 
taught openly in schools ‘ 
tions. But greed and the des :, ; nine Ne 
free labor to run the eded t 
duce more cotton tool f the - egro. It is 
public mind, and 
against the educatior 
very strict 

However, Negroes 
a taste of education. wer: 
to give up the hope of learnings , tain cK " th 
so, they organized a system of DET w hate 
schools, the operation I 
almost as thrilling and as 
as that of the “Underg 
road.” At New Orleans 
and Mobile. Alabama 
schools were tolerated 


cities as Savannah. Georg 
maducted th 


- — 2 4 ‘ 1 (,iris Sut 
Virginia. education of t} ro W rl Bu 


strictly forbidden. I) 


therefore. and in man 


ton, South Carolina 


schools existed. 

In Charleston. such 
held in an obscure alle 
ren went each day with t 
wrapped in bundles of 
one seeing them, would supp 
they were carrying clothes 


be washed for white people 


school. they would unwr ‘ ' “ " * va Edith lexande 
books and lie face-down on the do V.Y.C. Mayo 


to avoid being seen from the ndow the beginning days 


' 


this position, they would ry ol evel was the Freedmet bu ) “Odo Berry 
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t. What Caribbean Negro tried in 
vain to enter Rutgers, but later 
hecame president of a college 
and friend of the greats of his 


time ¢ 


Where is St. Kitts? 


ANSWERS 


It was organized by the Federal 
Covernment to promote the eco- 
nomic deve 
lands. 

LOV4 to 
A Cinen 


eity 


lopment of the is 


1954 
ati lawver. politic ian, 


Iman and chairman 


of its Finance 
kdward W 
\ British 


hean 


For Whom Is Your 
School Named? 


By Geneva C. Turner 
BRIGGS-VMONTGOMERY 
SCHOOL 


We have noted in 
cle that 1! ny | 


coun 
Committee. 
Blyden 


in the Carib 


lint 


sland 





our previous 
our schools are 
nent women as well 
Briggs Building of 

27th Street be 


N.W., Wash- 


named for 


ed f pr 
for men. The 
ec hool unt 


K and I St 
1). Was 


ects, 
a fam 
vr who lived many 
agoe MARTHA B. BRIGGS. 
vlored ymen in those 


pportunity of ed 


s woman cducat 


; early 
vs had such ar 
cation 


and of service in that field 


did Martha 


isually 


She had an 


> 
riggs 


wide tea hing experience 


many places and in many types of 


ls. Let us foci our attention 


rai pon her earty life and educa 
and then pon he 


1 educational 
experiences, 


In New Bedford 
March 2] 

Martha | 
Fanny 


Tivert ’ 


Massachusetts. 


1838. over 120 vears 
br born of 
Her father 
Rhode Island. 
from~ Vineyard 
Mass 
ther died while she 
but 


i Mrs 


She was sent first to a 


ys was 
John 
wa from 
il d her 


Haven 


whusetts 


and Briggs. 


mother 


Martha's 
Her 


young 


Vinevard. 


was very fortunately she 


was reared by Bailey who ed 
if ited 
private schoo] and then to the public 


x hools of New Bedford. In Septem- 


her. 


ber, 1855, she entered the High 
School there at twelve years of age 
and was graduated later with honor 
She was the first colored girl to gra- 
duate from that school. Much later 
in her life she studied medicine at 
Boston Medical College with the idea 
of becoming a nurse, but gave it up 
efter a time and resumed her teach- 
ing. 

After her graduation in 1850, she 
She 
first taught at her birthplace in New 
Bedford, Mass.. for a while and then 


opened a private schoo! there where 


began a long teaching career. 


she taught during the day, and at 
different times had evening sessions 
for some of her race from the South 
who had no educational opportuni- 
ties. Her next position was in a priv- 
ate school at Christiantown, Martha's 
Vinevard, Massachusetts. and then in 
the public schools of Newport, Rhode 
Island 


went to a private «hool in Newport 


From this public school she 


which was housed in a building loan- 
ed by George 7 Downing 

It was while Martha Briggs was 
teaching in Newport, in 1859, that 
Myrtilla Miner her to be- 
come a teacher in the school she es- 


tablished in Washington. D.C. But 


she declined the invitation and con- 


invited 


tinued teaching in Newport It 
before left the New 
States that she began her course in 
Boston Medical College. 


but soon resumed her teaching fur- 


was 
she England 


nursing at 


ther south 

Her teaching was resumed in 1867 
Marvland. 
was appointed in 
of Washington, D.C.. and 
1869. In the District, 
following positions: 


after which 


the colored 


at Easton, 
she 
schools 
(,eorgetown in 
she held the 

Principal, Anthony Bowen, 1868-73; 
Head of the Normal Department of 
Howard University, 1873-1879; 
Miner Normal School. 
again Head of the No 
sartment. 


-89. 


Principal. 
1879-1883: 
rmal | 

sity, If 


ey 
3 


In addition to her teaching career. 


Howard Univer- 


) 


Martha Briggs was a leading mem- 
ber of the Monday Night Literary 
Club and other organizations of that 
kind 
demic instruction. She was born in 
March and died on March 28, 1889. 
In Memoriam Services were held for 


which were interested in aca- 


165 


her by the Bethel Historical and Lit- 
erary Association of Washington, 
D.C., on May 14. 1889. and also in 
the chapel of Howaid University 

Martha Briggs crowded her fifty- 
one years with devoted service to the 
education of the young people of her 
race. The example of her life is an 
inspiration not only to the girls of 
Briggs Elemtntary School, but also 
to all girls in the District Schools 





Emancipation 
(Continued from Page 163) 
things which fill the air today. is not 
from God. For these are the things 
which enslave men even more effec- 
tively than chains and shackles. And 
a gospel which is not concerned with 
these things is not the gospel which 

Christ Jesus preached 
Finally. 


icans are 


Negro 
freed men and not 
citizens. You not only have to fight 
such satanic schemes as the attemped 
abolishing of Macon County, Ala- 
bama, but black freed men must be 
urged to register and to vote. Eman- 


too many Amer- 


only 


cipation might well have never been 
if full citizenship does not follow 





University of 
Nigeria 
Dr. 


turer, journalist nad member of the 
Hunter 


Marguerite Cartwright. lec- 
College Faculty, has been 
appointed by the Nigerian Govern- 
ment to the five-member Provisional 
Council of the new University of 
Nigeria. 

Scheduled to admit its first stu- 
dents in September 1960. one month 
before Nigeria becomes an indepen- 
dent nation, plans for the university 
are based on a study made under the 
the Inter-University 
Council of Great Britain and the In- 
ternational Cooperation 
tion of the United States. 

Last 


auspices of 
A dministra- 


spring. President John A. 
Hannah and Dean Glen L. Taggart 
of Michigan State University and Dr 
J. W. Cooke, Vice Chancellor of the 
University of Exeter in England, 
made a detailed study of the educa- 
tional needs of the area and com- 
pleted plans toward the fulfillment of 
the project. Dr. Cartwright was in 


- 
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Nigeria last month, visited the pro d 
posed site of the new institution, and the 


Niger al Rer 


hailed in the United 
calm tranquil Ivory Mask from 


rhis sixteenth century 


States s 


went over the plans with 


ister 
officials. 


acquired by the 
Museum of Art in New 
sole authority the York City. It is the gift of Nelson A 
appropriate various Rockefeller who paid $56,000 for it 
fields, and will make detailed plans the 
for the faculties to be established 

The 
accorded a special relati story ol 
Londot vask fre 
of . f cr } fascinating 


1] the 


l 11 ps, 


ece was recently 


The Provisional Council, has th 
for calling 


specialists 


Primitive 


upon 


highest price ever 


nitive work of 
The 


paid for a 


art 


new university has 


the 

one culture 
tale 

Brit 


had not insisted 


nship trans‘er 


the University of ym 
to 


London degrees 


is enabled 


grant 


Benin 
history 


llerennt 


re the end of the 
or British official, J 
party tried to enter 
Rer 
Phill ps sought 
Oba or King 
that Phillips 

] 


aurin 


during ar 


pital 
od With tv] 
Phillips 


his | 


wit! 


vutr 
it inpuni 
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The for the Study of 
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BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 


CONSIDERED 

by cooperative publisher who offers authors 
| early publication, higher royalty, national 
| distribution, and beautifully designed books 
All subjects welcomed. Write, or send your 

MS directly. 
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, 
Atten. MR. OLUND 
NEW YORK 


for the Northeastern States. These 
were her remarks at the Twenty Se- 
cond Annual Breakfast of the Negro 
History Week celebration by the New 
York Branch of the Association this 
year at the Hote] Belmont Plaza. 
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489 FIFTH AVE. 
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FACE ON 1960 NEGRO 
HISTORY POSTER 


Will it be your face on the Negro History Week Poster next year ? 
poster goes to many parts of this country and abroad 
prominent c have appea red on the poster since 1926. 


The 


Only persons of 


The Rules of the Contest are easy and we think interesting. Here they are: 


1. You must be a member of one of the Association’s branches or of 
a Negro History club. 


2. You must make a monthlv financial report on the ofhcial report forms 
Prizes will go to the persons reporting the highest amount of money 
for subseriptions to the NEGRO HISTORY BULLETIN and the 
JOURNAL OF NEGRO HISTORY (Renewals will be counted as 
subscriptions) and The Carter G. Woodson One Dollar Memberships. 


rhe prizes vou can win are: ‘ 


IST PRIZE will be to feature the winner on the Negro History Week 
Poster for 1960. He will also receive a cash prize of fifty dollars 


2ND PRIZE winner will receive a five-year combination subscription to 
the NEGRO HISTORY BULLETIN and the JOURNAL OF NEGRO 
HISTORY, 


10 3RD PRIZES of one year combination subscriptions to the NEGRO 
HISTORY BULLETIN and the JOURNAL OF NEGRO HISTORY. 


The contest will extend over a period of six months, ending October 10, 
1959. To enter just fill in the following application blank and return it to 
the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History, 1538 Ninth Street, 
N.W.. Washington 1. D.C. on or before April 10, 1959. 
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STATI 
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OF CLUB OR BRANCH 


SUGGESTIONS 


AIDS WILL BE SENT UPON REQUEST 


MATERIAL 





Mr. Stevens Rice 
University Microfilms 
313 N. First St. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 





The Association for 
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1538 Ninth Street, N. W. 
Washington |, D. C. 
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The Purpose of the Association 


for the Study of Negro Life and History 
By Florence Henderson, N.Y.C., Regional Director, A.S.N.LAH. 
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